
The Class of 1970 to this day is a tight-knit group of Bergen Catholic High School 
graduates who define the word “Brotherhood.” It is not that we meet every day, 
week, month or year, but when we get together, we pick up right where we left off.

Hitchhiking, hot cars, driving around the Circuit in Hackensack, Rutherford or Ridgewood, 
with Rock and Roll blasting from the rear windows of a 1957 Chevy are just a few examples 
of what it was like. 

Rock & Roll was here to stay. We saw The Who at the Schaefer Music Festival in Central 
Park in August of 1968, and Pete Townsend was breaking up guitars on the amplifiers and 
throwing the parts into the Audience. WHY NOT?

The Brothers at BC taught us everything we needed to know, whether we thought we needed 
to know it or not. Thank goodness they were so dedicated to our education.

I am not quite sure who gave more tests, the teachers, or WE, the students, testing their ability to 
keep us in line. Of course we were special (weren’t we?) because the time was ripe for us to grow.  
Our education was not merely Latin with Mr. Courtney, English with JB Walsh, Religion with 
Brother Gleeson, French with Mr. Morrison, Band with Mr. Obrotka or Driver’s Ed with Mr. 
Donfield (boy was he patient!).

Bergen Catholic High School sports was another story, with many talented young men who 
were led by such great leaders. Of course we loved playing against Don Bosco so we could 
be sure to beat the pants off of those fine young men. The Bergen Catholic VS. Don Bosco 
Thanksgiving Day game was a rivalry remembered to this day. 

The World was changing and the Congregation of Christian Brothers of Ireland were doing 
their best to provide us with the deep moral and spiritual fiber we needed to grow from boys 
to fine, young Christian Men, and they sure had their hands full doing it. Yes, they did it. We 
received the best Catholic Education you could ask for. DEUS VULT! 

Aside from all of the fun they allowed us to have (not always voluntarily), we did receive a 
great Christian, moral, Catholic education and a standard of living that is precious today as 
we look back in time. I personally would not trade what Bergen Catholic High School gave 
me for all the tea in China. 
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The Rock & Roll music of our time was and still is today the foundation of the best music 
ever produced. From the Beatles to Blind Faith, Jimi Hendrix to The Who, Crosby Stills & 
Nash, Cream, Led Zeppelin, Mike Bloomfield, Allman Bros, The Beach Boys and so many 
more groups playing local venues like high schools, the Capitol Theatre, the Fox Theatre, 
Asbury Park Convention Center, this music was playing on AM radio, vinyl records, 8-track 
tape players and live all over the world. It was magic, and still is today. FM was emerging as 
the latest and greatest programming for all of this beautiful music. Our kids say…What’s FM?

This was a time of pay phones, hitchhiking, daily school bus transport of friends from 
Wallington to Pearl River. We bought used cars for $200, gas was 25 cents a gallon, and four 
(4) of us would put in a quarter each to buy a $1.00 worth of gas and drive around all night. If 
you had a driver’s license, you instantly doubled your list of friends. 

A few of our classmates had really nice new cars, like a Camaro or a Mustang, a Dodge Charger 
or a GTO. Some had Mom or Dad’s old car and were happy just to have driving privileges, 
never mind a car. 

It was the time of the Draft for the war with Vietnam; some volunteered, some were drafted 
and then there were those of us whose Draft numbers were high enough that we didn’t get 
called. That was a nervous time in our teenage lives. 

We were survivors and Bergen Catholic had a distinction of having 99% of the class accepted 
in colleges around the nation. Some of us didn’t want to go to college. That was OK too. 

The Class of 1970 went on to college or work, built families and had not fully connected all 
that much on a grand scale. Then one day about a decade ago, we heard that Jim McNamara 
was coming into town from South Africa. Within a few days, we got the word out and 35 of our 
classmates met at Bacari Grill. What a wonderful time we had. Many came from all over and 
since that time, we have felt a newfound friendship in Bergen Catholic High School Class 
of 1970. Although we go about our lives on a daily basis, we feel a strong bond between our 
fellows. 

Our Brotherhood didn’t just include our class, though the class sizes back then were over  
200 students. I believe we will see those statistics once again because we feel that BC has, 
and will continue to, adapt and grow. 

The camaraderie of our class and the Bergen Catholic community as a whole is better than we 
would have predicted, and that has everything to do with the moral fiber of Bergen Catholic, 
and the students, student parents and the alumni. 

When generations continue to support the institution, enrolling their children and grandchildren 
in the same school as they attended, you know Bergen Catholic High School is doing something  
right. Thank you Bergen Catholic for giving us the opportunity to grow and live a good life 
by what we learned. 

On behalf of the Class of 1970,  – Rich Taylor ’70, P ’93, Founders Medal ’06, Hall of Fame ’12.



Brian T. Zino is a member of the Bergen Catholic Class of 1970. He has been one of the 
class chairs for the last 24 years. He was a leading member of the planning committee 
for the class’s 50th reunion which was, due to Covid, postponed for one year. He and 

his wife, Mary Ann, have been financial supporters for the last 30 consecutive years.

Prior to Bergen, Brian was a graduate of Annunciation School in Paramus, NJ. His reason for 
attending Bergen Catholic in Oradell: his father gave him a choice of attending a catholic high 
school or going to military school. Though never quite sure whether his father was serious, he 
nevertheless chose to go to a catholic school. And, living in nearby Paramus, the geography 
for attending Bergen was compelling.  

During his high school years, he met his future wife, Mary Ann, who was attending Paramus 
Catholic High – a rival though co-ed school. Brian and Mary Ann have been married for 48 
years. They have a daughter and two grandchildren who reside in California. At Bergen, 
Brian was a member of the tennis team. In his senior year, Brian was co-captain of the team 
and received his varsity letter.

Upon graduation from Bergen, Brian attended Bentley University where he majored in 
accounting and was graduated in 1974, magna cum laude. For the next eight years, Brian 
was employed by Price Waterhouse rising to the level of manager before leaving to become 
Chief Financial Officer of J. & W. Seligman & Co. Incorporated, one of his clients. In 1977, 
he became a CPA in the state of NY.
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J. & W. Seligman was a privately held New York City investment management firm serving 
closed end investment companies, a family of mutual funds, institutional accounts, individual 
accounts and operating a trust company and a brokerage subsidiary. Brian held various 
positions in the company and in 1992 took a temporary leave to complete the Advanced 
Management Program at Harvard Business School. He became the company’s President in 
1994. The firm was sold in 2009 to Ameriprise Financial at which time Brian retired. 

Brian currently serves as a member of the Board of Bentley University, the Boards of the 
Virtus closed end investment companies, the Boards of the Virtus family of mutual funds 
and as President of the Homeowners’ Association of The Chateaux in Park City, Utah. 
Bentley University is a business school located in Waltham, Massachusetts having about 
4,500 undergraduate and graduate students as well as a PHD program. The Virtus investment 
companies and mutual funds comprise nearly 100 companies having approximately  
$80 billion in assets. The Chateaux is a condominium complex located mid-mountain at  
Deer Valley Ski Resort.

Previously, Brian served on the Board of Directors of Tri Continental Corporation, a NYSE 
listed company, the boards of the various Seligman investment companies, the Board of 
Governors of the Investment Company Institute, and on the Board and as Chairman of ICI 
Mutual Insurance Company.

On the philanthropic front, Brian and Mary Ann are members of the Cornerstone Society 
of Bergen Catholic at the Pinnacle Level; Great Benefactors of Bentley University; Lead 
Donors of the Children’s Therapy Center, which operates two schools for handicapped 
children in Bergen County, NJ; and members of Founders Circle annually at Valley Hospital 
in Ridgewood, NJ.

Brian and Mary Ann split their time between Glen Rock, NJ, and Redondo Beach, CA, where 
their daughter and grandchildren live.
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